
ICOMAM's Report on the Vienna Conference 2007

ICOM’s Vienna conference this summer was the first at which ICOMAM organised a concurrent triennial conference.
ICOMAM is the successor of IAMAM, which was founded in 1957 by a number of museums with large military or arms and
armour collections. ICOMAM has been an International Committee of ICOM since 2003. The Vienna conference was in fact
the 18th of ICOMAM’s triennial conferences.

ICOMAM’s conference theme for Vienna followed that of ICOM’s very closely being entitled as: “The Universal Heritage of
Arms and Military History: Challenges and Choices in a Changing World”. It turned out in practice, however, that such a
sweeping (and nicely alliterating) statement was quite difficult to transform into a workable lecture and discussion
programme. Although during the conference a number of ethical issues were discussed, most papers dealt with practical
museum and collection matters and ranged from museological issues relating to our kind of museums to recent specialist
research results into the study of arms and armour.

In detail, ICOMAM’s conference sessions dealt with: organising displays, including research and choices, and with display
problems themselves (2 x), with descriptions of important collections (2 x), collections with an armoury or arsenal
provenance (1 x), interaction between displays and the public including ‘hands-on’ issues (3 x), rebuilding of entire
museums (1 x), creation of new museums (1 x), ‘museums of museums’ i.e. trying to recreate a museum with its
authentic 19th-century displays (1 x), intensive restoration projects of large objects (for instance tanks) (1 x), historical
firearms technology including its developments in various nations (2 x), military museums and collections of a certain
country (1 x), various threats to museums in areas of political turmoil (1 x), application of science in arms museums (1 x),
collaboration between museums and scientific bodies (1 x), problems of re-acquisition and disposal (also called ‘de-
accessioning’) of museum objects (1 x). conservation treatment (2 x) and new opportunities of podcasting (1x).

Almost all papers were given by active curators in museum service i.e. from professionals to professionals and some of the
discussions afterwards were very brisk. All attendants listened intently to the paper given by Admiral A. Senna de
Bittencourt of Brazil, on the military museums in his country, because Rio de Janeiro will be the location of ICOMAM’s
annual symposium in 2008.  In addition, there was an appeal by Dr Thomas Schuler, Chairman of ICOM’s Disaster Relief
for Museums Task Force, for assistance with making contact with the Defence Departments in members’ countries to
establish what rules were currently in place to protect a belligerent country’s cultural heritage and thus to help establish
what training and advice was required.

There were three days of conference sessions (Monday through Wednesday 20-22 August), all held at the
Landesverteidigungsakademie, made possible by the co-operation of the Austrian Ministry of Defence and organised by our
colleagues of the Heeresgeschichtliches Museum under the leadership of Dr Christian Ortner, the HGM’s Director and now
an elected officer in the Executive Board of ICOMAM. Most of the hard footwork was done by a team under Dr Ortner’s
second-in-command, Mag. Christoph Hatschek, who personally supervised both the preparatory organisation and the day-
to-day administration of the conference. The former included several face-to-face talks on the spot in 2005 and 2006 and
an intermittent, and sometimes frantic, stream of email exchanges between him and  ICOMAM’s CEO’s, Mr Guy Wilson
(Chairman), Mr Piet De Gryse (Treasurer) and the undersigned, right until the day we travelled to Vienna.

We cannot but have high praise for our colleagues of the HGM who were able to smooth out various organisational
difficulties partly caused by their having to deal simultaneously with ICOM Austria (itself bound by central ICOM rules) and
their own Ministry of Defence. One major problem with which ICOMAM and the HGM were confronted were our ‘IAMAM
orphans’ i.e. former members of IAMAM who were not (yet) ICOM members but  remained loyal to ICOMAM’s goals and
very committed to continue taking part in our conferences and symposia.  We were determined that they should be able to
attend (as we had been promised by ICOM when negotiating for full committee status but which proved to be against the
strict rules of admittance imposed by ICOM for the Vienna conference). We are happy to say that Mag. Hatschek succeeded
in mastering almost all of these problems with bravura.

In Vienna the Executive Board of ICOMAM convened two times and a plenary session, during which also a new Board was
elected, was held on Wednesday 22 August. As it should for an IC of ICOM the membership of our new Board reflects the
international nature of ICOMAM.  Besides the three CEOs already mentioned (who are from Great Britain, Belgium and the
Netherlands, respectively) the other new Board officers are from Canada, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, France, Austria and
a second one from Britain. Two extra officers were co-opted; they are from Brazil and from Russia. ICOMAM realises that
the representation of its present Executive Board is still a long way from the ideal geographical spread it desires because
the emphasis is still too much on Europe. One of the very reasons for ICOMAM to join ICOM was the hope of enticing more
local specialists into become members from the far-off regions and continents in which ICOM (& from Vienna onward also
ICOMAM) organises its conferences.

The international spread of representation looks better in the voting membership taking part in the conference (see below),
however. This, too, gives us cause to be optimistic for the future. The elections in Vienna were carried out in a fully
transparent and democratic manner and according to the ICOM rules. Being ever anxious to achieve a good international
representation in our Executive Board, ICOMAM regrets to say that one of its members from the U.S.A. who stood for



election just did not get enough votes to be nominated an officer in the Board.  This matter is now being addressed by
seeking a suitable alternative candidate for co-option.

Besides the conference sessions which were, on the average, attended by 25 to 30 members, we also took part in various
excursions and visits that our HGM colleagues had organised.  There was one to Graz and its marvellous Landeszeughaus
(Thursday 23 August) as well as visits to the Hofjagd- und Rüstkammer of the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna
(Tuesday), to the Heeresgeschichtliches Museum itself (and its stores and workshops) (Monday), the Technisches Museum
and the Museum der Stadt Wien (both on Wednesday). These excursions and visits were attended by both participants and
their partners and this wider group were also present at the various events organised by ICOM Austria.  ICOMAM
acknowledges the debt all of ICOM owes to our colleagues of the HGM for organising an Austrian military band to play
during ICOM’s big opening event on Saturday 18 August. Because of the beautiful weather with which this day was blessed
this event, held on the public gardens between the Kunsthistorisches and the Naturhistorisches Museum, turned out into a
big open-air party with a lovely atmosphere.

The attendants of the ICOMAM conference were also invited to several receptions in Vienna amongst which the one held by
the Military commander of Vienna is best remembered for the location, in addition to the food and drinks offered and for
the hospitality bestowed on us.

In 2007 ICOMAM celebrates its 50-year anniversary. The Vienna conference was used to a promote this anniversary and to
make clear to ICOM and all its members that ICOMAM is now a fully-fledged international museum organisation that deals
with important subjects even though, for some, these are “tainted” and difficult. Over the years IAMAM/ICOMAM has been
able to demonstrate to museums in other fields that the museological standards of many of its own member institutions
are of the highest order. For half a century now its membership has organised significant events, such as specialist annual
symposia and produced reports and other publications of the highest academic and professional strandard.

In Vienna ICOMAM launched a jubilee book entitled ICOMAM 50, edited by its member Robert D. Smith of Great Britain,
who is also ICOMAM’s ExBoard advisor on publication matters. This book contains well-illustrated contributions by present
members and also reprints of pertinent contributions that have appeared in previous conference proceedings and which
were selected by the editor because of their enduring value. ICOMAM 50 was duly launched at ICOMAM’s closing dinner
held at the Heeresgeschichtliches Museum on Thursday 23 August, to which the President of ICOM, Mrs Alissandra
Cummins, was also invited. To her ICOMAM’s Chairman Guy Wilson had the honour to present the first copy of the book.
In her word of thanks Mrs Cummins highlighted ICOMAM’s performance in general and her recognition of our Chairman’s
hard work and dedication.

In all, the ICOMAM Vienna conference had about 90 registered participants hal;f of whom were voting members. The whole
group included 2 Algerians, 2 Australians, 2 Brazilians, 5 Canadians, 5 Chinese, 1 Maltese, 1 South African and 3
Americans, the rest being 70 Europeans including 4 from our host country Austria and 12 from Great Britain, the largest
representation from any one country.

ICOMAM wishes to thank all the organisers and participants for their efforts that made the Vienna conference such a
memorable one.

J.P. Puype, ICOMAM Secretary.

Top


	top


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /CalGrayProfile (None)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /CropColorImages true

  /CropGrayImages true

  /CropMonoImages true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4F7F75288FD94E9B8BBE7F6E751F6210002000410064006F0062006500200050004400460020658768635E7653EF572851764E2D530562EC5D4C51655F0F75355F71300156FE5C42548C4EA44E9251437D20FF0C4F8B59828D8594FE63A5300188685355548C7FFB8F6C30028FD94E9B002000410064006F0062006500200050004400460020658768637B2654080020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C768489816C423002>

    /CHT <FEFF4F7F752890194E9B8A2D5B9A7522751F5305542B51675D4C5F717247300157165C644EE553CA4E9252D551437D200020002859828D8590237D503001886855AE548C6ED19F20630754116548679C7B49002900207684002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065874EF6300290194E9B002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065874EF682070020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C76F85BB93002>

    /DAN (Brug disse indstillinger til at generere Adobe PDF-dokumenter, som indeholder integrerede film, lag og interaktive elementer som f.eks. hyperlinks, formularer og Overgange. Disse Adobe PDF-dokumenter er kompatible med Acrobat og Adobe Reader 6.0 eller nyere.)



    /ENU (Use these settings to generate Adobe PDF documents that can include embedded movies, layers, and interactive elements such as hyperlinks, forms, and rollovers. These Adobe PDF documents are compliant to Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 or later.)





    /ITA (utilizzare queste impostazioni per generare documenti Adobe PDF che includano filmati, livelli ed elementi interattivi incorporati, ad esempio, link ipertestuali, moduli e rollover. Tali documenti Adobe PDF saranno compatibili con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 o versioni successive.)





    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen voor het genereren van Adobe PDF-documenten die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op mobiele apparaten. Gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)









  >>

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.10000

  /DoThumbnails false

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedJobOptions false

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /EndPage -1

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /LockDistillerParams true

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageMinResolution 150

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /MonoImageResolution 300

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OPM 1

  /Optimize true

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks false

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect true

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles true

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB

      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements true

      /GenerateStructure true

      /IncludeBookmarks true

      /IncludeHyperlinks true

      /IncludeInteractive true

      /IncludeLayers true

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.25000

      /MultimediaHandling /EmbedAll

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages false

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo false

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

>> setdistillerparams

<<
>> setpagedevice


